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ever, incurably insane, beneath troubles too 
great for a sensitive nature. 

But in the course of time Ole Bull lived 
down these ill reports, or put them to flight 
by the magnetism of his kind presence and 
his philanthropic life. Again he traversed 
Europe, forgetting all his sorrows in the ec- 
staoy of creating divine airs in the ears of 
vast assemblages, and in active deeds of be- 
neficence to whioh his hands were never 
closed, and his purse never empty. Amid 
all he prospered, and saw his family grow up 
in comfort and content around him. He is 
among us for the third time, a happier man 
than ever before ; dear to the affeotions of 
his countrymen here and at home ; and a 
firmer friend than ever of our country, upon 
whioh he is too just to charge the responsi- 
bility of the ill deeds of a few unprincipled 
men. 



NEW YOBK, SATUBDAY, MAE. 7, 1868. 



Pbbucatton Office, CLINTON HALL, ASTOB PLACE, 
where all communications should be addressed, and 
where subscriptions and advertisements will bo re- 
ceived. 



To Oobbespondehis and Othebs.— Wo shall be pleased 
to reoeive information from all parts of tho country, on 
the aotive progress of the Arts of Musio and Painting 
We will pay espeoial attention to such information, and 
will duly ohronlolo all faote of interest. We invite all to 
communicate with us, with tho assurance that suoh cor- 
respondence will meet with prompt and oourteous con- 
sideration. 



Mrs. Kemble's years sit most lightly upon 
her, and her voice has all the fulness, power, 
and freshne:s of youth; her nobly shaped 
•head is slightly frosted o'er, but her counte- 
nance is full of fire and expression as of 
yore, and " the mind, the music breathing 
from her face," give a subtle charm to all 
she enunciates: she is one of the gifted ones 
of earth whom the Gods should not let die ! 
It is superfluous to add that the large au- 
diences were enchained by the powers and 
swayed at the will of this greatest of readers 
and actresses, who with a masterly hand 
swept the strings of human feelings through 
their whole extent. We were struck with 
one — to be regretted — sign of thetimes, viz., 
the absence of the rising generation at these 
readings, there being few present who had 
not passed their sixth lustrum. We sin- 
cerely deplore that an entertainment appeal- 
ing so preeminently to the intellect — not to 
the eyes alone — should be so thinly counte- 
nanced by our rising generation, which will 
indeed be more justly characterized as a 
sinking generation, if it allows itself to be 
Black Crook'd and ballel-ed. out of intellect- 
ual existence, by the utterly unmeaning 
spectacles of modern New York times. 
'Twere a marvellous happy thing for the 
city, if a law of the Empire could be enacted 
and promulgated ordering a reversal of at- 
tention, for a time, by transferring admira- 
tion from gaudy, stupid ballet aud vacuous 
sensation plays, to mental aliment as offered 
by the great writers and their great expo- 
nents, worthiest among whom stands Fran- 
ces Aune Kemble. 



MBS. FRANCES ANNE KEMBLE. 



REVIEW OF MUSIC. 



To praise Mrs. Fanny Kemble — for so we 
best like to call her — were indeed a work of 
supererogation; to say that her reading is 
perfection is to platitudinize; to declare her 
interpretation of Shakespeare worthy his 
immortal works, is to assert the days are 
longest at midsummer; to pronounce her con- 
ception of these mighty works of the great 
master equalled by the delivery of them, is 
to utter a truism patent to the entire literati 
of .the English tongue, whose dignity, 
strength, and beauty is so nobly maintained 
by this English High Priestess in Art, Fanny 
Kemble. Where every page of these plays, 
as read by this lady, must enchant alike the 
student, the lover, and the critic of the im- 
mortal Shakespeare, we cannot, we need not 
singleout speoial scenes or dialogues for special 
approbation. We thought often, during the 
readings, of the olden times when a board 
with- the inscription, " This is Verona " or 
"This is Padua," was the only scenic aid 
imparted to the play, and if such actors as 
Mrs. Kemble existed then, in good sooth, 
but little other scenery was needed, so viv- 
idly does she bring the scene before the lis- 
tener, so thoroughly does she vitalize each 
performer in that scene. Face, voice, and 
gesture in perfect consonance, the modesty 
of nature ne'er o'erstepped, each character 
given its full weight and importance, and no 
more; a voice full, resonant and majestio for 
the grand old Boman Coriolanus; rustic, 
big, and round for "bully Bottom;" be- 
seeching, tender, piteous, merry, and dulcet 
in turns, for the other characters; who can 
wonder that with such causes such effects 
should be produced. 



Madison Square Church Collection of Sacred 
Quartettes, for the Service of the Presbyterian 
Church. Selected by Spencer W. Coe. 
Wm. A. Pond & Co., N. Y. 

This is a large quarto book, oblong form, of 
one hundred and thirty -six pages, containing 
sixty-five Hymns and Psalms, and seventeen 
Anthems and Sentences, all of them either 
original or arranged from the works of 
modern composers. The composers con- 
tributing to this work are, as far as we can 
learn, Wm. K. Bassford, U. C. Burnap, and 
Dr. James Flint, gentlemen of acknowledged 
taste and ability, together with Messrs. Tay- 
lor and Millard, who have contributed one 
or two pieces. Many of the pieces have no 
signature appended. Are we, therefore, to 
attribute them to Mr. Spencer W. Coe ? If 
so, they arc creditable to his judgment and 
ability. 

The character of the music of this collec- 
tion assimilates with that at present in vogue 
at most of our fashionable churches, where 
quartette choirs prevail. It is rich and sen- 
suous in harmony, and the warmth of its 
sentiment is calculated more to please and 
attract the ear than to inspire with devo- 
tional feelings, or to lead the thoughts to 
prayer. We miss that clear, honest diatonic 
harmony, that earnest breadth of expression, 
that pure thought which seeks rather to de- 
velop and strengthen the words, than to 
weaken and cover them by sweet turns of 
melody and the wealth of harmonic em- 
broidery. It is difficult to elevate music to 
the dignity of prayer ; it is easy to bring 
down psalmody to the level of meretricious 
sweetness. Such music cannot be dignified 
by the name of a school; it is the offspring 
of fashion and false taste, and will surely be 
evanescent in its existence. There is too 



strong a desire at present prevailing to rob 
the stage to serve the church, but we have 
faith that before long the common sense of 
the majority will prevail, and the music of 
every religious denomination will be puri- 
fied. 

The Madison Square Collection, of its 
class, is an excellent book. The selected 
subjects are, with few exceptions, good, and 
appropriate to the peculiar style, and they 
are all, as we have previously said, richly 
harmonized, and by their arrangement are 
unquestionably effective, especially when 1 
sung by the excellent choir for which most 
of them were prepared. The contributors . 
have done their work well. We must spe- 
cially notice the contributions of Dr. James 
Flint, for the reasons that they are broader 
and more sedate in sentiment than the 
others, and that the melodies of some of 
them are very beautiful. They are all mu- 
sicianly, and would bear a less free treat- 
ment. 

Mr. Bassford's original pieces are charm- 
ing, bearing strongly the impress of the 
composer's peculiar style. His arrangements 
are also good. Mr. U. 0. Burnap has also 
done some clever things. Several of his 
melodies are free and flowing, but his 
harmonies bear so strong a family likeness 
throughout that they lose their personal 
identity in a measure. 

To quartette choirs this work will prove 
very acceptable; it offers a large selection of 
tunes and anthems, all of which are attrac- 
tive in character, ably treated and well 
voiced; it is got out in large, legible 
type, and is well printed on good paper. It 
is a work that hardly any good quartette 
choir would willingly do without. 

The Jealous Stream. — Illustration of a 
poem written' by George W. Fortmeyer, 
camposed by Wm. K. Bassford. Chas. H. 
Ditson & Co., 711 Broadway. 

This is a charming poetic thought, worked 
out with exquisite grace and tenderness. 
The subject is quaint and fanciful. A lover 
idling by the bank of a murmuring stream, 
dreaming as only lovers can dream, hears in 
the rippling of the waters a warning voice 
that tells of the inconstancy of woman, 
the vanity of human passion; compares her 
love to the fickle wind which wantons with 
the bosom of many waters, and toys faith- 
lessly with all — the voice bearing ever the 
same burthen, "Thy love's an idle dream." 
At first the dreamer drinks in the insidious 
counsel and doubts; but 

" Still as I casta wondering glance 

Upon the chiding stream, 
And saw the sunlight o'er it glance ' 

And 'mid its rip> les gleam, 
I, musing, thought, "Might it not chance 

To be a jealous stream ? 

A sweet, seductive little stream 

That would my dear love cross, 
And bid me think it all a dream, 

Deceitful, vain and false ? 
And so, to murmur on its way 

I left the jealous stream, 
Believing not, that summer day, 

My love an idle dream!" 

The opening subject in D flat is a tender, 
beautiful melody, surrounded by a light gos- 
samer network of notes, as impalpable as the 
web of a fanciful thought, conveying a per- 
fect sense of delicious dolce far niente. As 
the babbling stream becomes more earnest 
in its warning, the musio changes, enhar- 
monically, to a passionate agitato subject 
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in F sharp minor, -which is full of expres- 
sion and sentiment. After the second sub- 
ject is developed, the fitful changes in the 
harmony indicate the doubt and uncertainty 
of the lover's mind, and the gradual return 
to the . first subject portrays confidence re- 
turning, -while in its full repetition he yields 
again to that delicious dreaming -which is 
youth's brief but sweetest privilege. 

As -we have said, Mr. Bassf ord has treated 
the subject in a highly imaginative manner, 
displaying fancy, grace and tenderness, to- 
gether -with musicianly feeling and judg- 
ment. • It is one of his happiest produc- 
tions, and must become a universal favorite 
in refined musical ciroles. It is dedicated to 
Mrs. Henry C. Watson, whose recitation of 
the elegant poem, with the music, produces 
an effect -which is nothing short of fascina- 
tion. It is a difficult feat to accomplish, for the 
inflections of the voice must be in perfect 
unison -with the changing harmonies, and 
yet be free from sing-songyness. It must 
also be remembered that the Poem does not 
go bar for bar with the music, but has to be 
woven in with the sentiment, which is a task 
only to be accomplished by nice judgment 
and a refined musical sense. But perfectly 
intoned, the unison of the speaking voice 
with the piano delicately treated, produces 
the most dreamy, beautiful effects we ever 
listened to. 

Grand Polka de Concert, composee par 
Homer N. Bartlett. Win. A. Pond & Co. 

This is one of the best efforts by an ama- 
teur that we have seen. It contains none 
of the false issues, the points of bathos 
which always characterize works of inex- 
perienced writers. He has conceived melo- 
dious and elegant subjects, and has handled 
them, with confidence and success. The 
passages are well made,, and show good 
knowledge of piano technique. The first 
subject is fluent and graceful, the second 
bold and dashing, and both are well marked 
and characteristic. The changes of key are 
free and judicious, and afford good variety 
and contrast. It is in all respects a bril- 
liautand effective piece both for the salon and 
the concert-room. It is dedicated to Miss 
Emma L. Cornell, of New York. 

La Grande Duchesse de Gerohlein. Pot- 
pourri Fantasie, pour le piano. Par Charles 
Wels. Ditson & Co. , Boston and New York. 

This is the very lightest of light pieces, 
presenting some of the most popular sub- 
jects from Offenbach's most popular opera, 
joined together by the very slightest of con- 
necting links, but forming a morceau for the 
piano which will meet with a rapid sale 
everywhere. 

Mon ami a man Dieu, mon caeur a toi. 
Song by Clapisson. Ditson & Co., Boston 
and New York. 

This is a neat and clear edition of Clapis- 
son's popular and beautiful song, " My soul 
to God, my heart to thee," which Mr. J. R. 
Thomas renders so effectively. 

M » H 

OLE BULL. 



we call attention to an article which we pub- 
lish to-day, containing some passages in his 
life while in this country, the romance of 
which will be found' more strange than 
fiction. 



The approaching concerts of OleBull have 
already become the talk of the city. His ex- 
traordinary success out West, and the un- 
qualified admiration expressed by the press 
of his great playing, are now exciting un- 
bounded curiosity to hear him. His con- 
certs are announced for the 18th, 20th, and 
21st of this month, the last being.a matinee. 

In the meantime, as everything relating 
to this remarkable man is read with interest, 



THE PURIM BALL. 



This brilliant Ball, which last year was so 
signal a success, will take place on Monday 
evening next at Pike's Opera House. Great 
preparations have been made to render it the 
crowning triumph of the season. Pike's 
Opera House will make the most magnificent 
ballroom, probably, in the world, and the 
Purim Society will inaugurate it in the 
Terpsichorean department. All the beauty, 
fashion and wealth of the city will be there, 
and we anticipate for the undertaking the 
most perfect success. 

M — l< 

Philharmonic Concekt this Evening. — 
The fourth concert of the Philharmonic 
Society takes place this Saturday at the 
Academy of Music. The Directors have 
secured the services of Madame Parepa 
Bosa, who will sing the magnificent Scena, 
"Ocean, thou mighty monster," from 
Weber's grand Opera, "Oberon, or the 
Magic Horn," and Mozart's beautiful Aria, 
" Deh vieni," from " La Nozze de Figaro." 
The orchestral selection is splendid, com- 
prising Mozart's Symphony in G minor ; 
Wagner's Introduction to Lohengrin, and 
Mendelssohn's surpassingly beautiful A major 
Symphony. This will be one of the finest 
concerts of the series, and should crowd the 
Academy from parquette to dome. 
► i « i < 

Ddnham & Sons' New Scale Square. — 
These eminent manufacturers have just fin- 
ished a new scale square pianoforte, which 
excels in all respects the instruments 
they previously made of the same class. For 
fifteen years this firm has maintained the 
same high standard of excellence, which was 
of course far in advance of that of the pre- 
vious fifteen years. Then" instruments have 
always been first-class. 

Their new square is one of the most beau- 
tiful instruments we ever heard. In depth, 
purity and grandeur of tone it can hardly be 
equalled ; its touch is exquisitely sensitive ; 
the registers are perfectly equalized ; it sings 
with a wonderful purity of vibration, and the 
quality of its sound is refined, limpid and 
melodious, and at the same time great in so- 
nority and brilliance. It is truly a perfect 
piano. 

The house of Duuham has always been 
among the intellectual leaders of piano im- 
provers, and this new piano is another step 
in advance, which will still further enhance 
its reputation. 



So strong is the necessity for worship and 
reverence in the human breast, that there is 
nobody so weak and mean as not to be made 
a hero of by somebody or other. All 
through society we may behold poor crea- 
tures without a single merit or point of 
worth, stuck on to lofty pedestals by creatures 
sometimes really poorer than themselves, 
who fancy they discern a superiority which 
is however purely imaginary. 

'■ M — M 

A marriage has been announced between 
Monsieur Jacques Blumenthal, the well- 
known composer and pianist, and Miss Gore. 
The young lady is a Roman Catholic. The 
wedding is to take place at Bayonne. 



BOOKS, MAGAZINES, &o. 



Peterson, of Philadelphia, is now issuing 
cheap editions of the works of Sir Walter 
Scott and Charles Diokens. They are intend- 
ed to be a People's Edition, and in order to 
place within the reach of every reader in 
this great reading country these great works, 
the price has been plaoed at twenty-five 
cents per volume — a price whioh every one 
can afford. We believe the works before us, 
"Ivanhoe"and the " Old Curiosity Shop," 
are the second numbers of the series ; the 
first numbers did not reach us, nor any other 
books issued by this firm for the last ten 
months. The volumes comprise the entire 
of each work, three large volumes in one, 
and all for twenty-five cents. They are got 
out in as good a style as could be afforded 
for the money. It is a pity that works of a 
more useful and practical character are not 
brought out in this cheap form, so that the 
needy, craving after knowledge, might find it 
within the scope of their means. 

The Atlantic Monthly, Ticknor & Fields, 
is out for the month of March, and is fully 
up to its general literary standard. There 
is a very pleasant article, entitled John 
Chinaman, M. D., illustrating the unbound- 
ed ignorance of the Chinese upon the sub- 
ject of medicine, and containing many 
quaint and interesting facts. " George Sil- 
verman's Explanation," by Charles Diokens, 
"Flotsam and Jetsam," "By- Ways of Eu- 
rope," and "Cretan Days" are continued, 
and the remaining articles are "Rockweeds," 
"John o' the Smithy," and "The House- 
hold Lamp," poems ; "A Conversation on 
the Stage," "The Old Philadelphia Libra- 
ry," "The Sequel to an Old English Trial," 
" The Tenth of January," "Free Missouri," 
and "Some of the Wonders of Modern 
Surgery," a brilliant aud most interesting 
paper, together with the accustomed Re- 
views and Literary Notices. It is an unusu- 
ally excellent number. 

Ticknor and Fields' Boys' and Girls' 
Magazine, "Our Young Folks," for March, 
is also out, and presents an attractive list of 
contents. " Round-the-World Joe" is as 
amusing as ever, and "Cast Away in the 
Cold" sustains its interest. Dickens' elegant 
and brilliant " Holiday Romance" is contin- 
ued, and the full page illustration of it by 
Gilbert is worth the price of the magazine, 
independent of the reading matter. The 
other articles are "The Colored Mammy," 
" Inhospitality," "Molly Gair's New Dress," 
"Rover," "William Henry's Letters to his 
Grandfather, " " Mischief, " Angel Children, " 
"The French Exposition," "Mother's 
Kisses," Music, " Round the Evening 
Lamp," and " Our Letter Box." The illus- 
trations are by D. O. Hitchcock, B. Day, S. 
Eytinge, Miss Lucy Gibbons, and G. G. 
White. 

Great things are promised for the April 
number, both in the literary and artistic 
way. 

v <-»-► < 

Mdl'e. Anna Reiss, whose successful carcor 
we noticed a short time since at Berlin, Leip- 
sic, and Darmstadt, has appeared as Marga- 
rettain M. Gounod'sifous/, atManheim, with 
decided success. She was recalled after each 
act, and has repeated the character since 
with increased effect. All the authorities, 
civil and military, of the town attended. 
The youug artist's father is the burgomaster 
of Manheim. 



